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Train Collision on the Norristown High Speed Line 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 

69th Street Transportation Center – Upper Darby Township, Pennsylvania 

August 22, 2017 

 

On August 22, 2017, about 12:11 a.m. eastern daylight time, SEPTA electrically powered 

single-car train 155 (rail car 155) struck unoccupied SEPTA single-car train 148 (rail car 148) that 

was stopped on the track 1 passenger platform of the 69th Street Transportation Center. The 

collision occurred in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, which is at the southern end of the SEPTA 

Norristown High Speed Line. Both rail cars were damaged but remained on the rails. Train 155 

was carrying approximately 41 passengers and all of those passengers along with the train operator 

were injured. None of the injuries were reported as life-threatening.  

The PHL weather site at the time of the accident reported the wind at 5 knots from 200°, 

temperature of 78°F, dew point temperature of 73°F and cloudy. 

The parties to the investigation are the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA), the Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and 

Transportation (SMART), the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the 

Transport Workers Union (TWU). 


